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percent of Uganda’s people depend on land and water 
resources. About 50 percent of households’ wealth in Uganda 
country. It also contributes over 90 percent of the nation’s total 
Uganda’s rural poor depend on the ability to access productive 
tices driven by patriarchal norms persist, and women’s rights to 
access to land hinders women’s access to other
‘ ’ refers to a range of socially constructed roles, behav­
debates have been misunderstood as only referring to women’s 
—
tion of the term ‘
as “a new strategy for ensuring the incorporation of gender per­
gender equality.” The strategy would go beyond focusing on 
he term ‘ ’ has gained great usage in contemporary 
Bank report titled, “
”. In this report, the World Bank defined govern­
ance simply as “the exercise of political power to manage a 
nation’s affairs” (World Bank 1989) and criticized governments 
focused on “governments” without clearly recognizing the role 
“the manner in which power is exercised in the management of 
a country’s political, economic and social resources for devel­
opment” (World Bank 1992). Exercising power to manage a 
country’s resources involves both state and non
tion of ‘governance’ is that exercise of political, economic and 
administrative authority in the management of a country’s af­
fairs at all levels” (UNDP 1997).
This term “governance,” and specifically the notion of “good 
governance,” has become a common catchphrase used in man­
down of a country’s overall governance. Weak governance in 
2007). It’s important to note that good governance in land ad­
sectors. As such, we define “land” in a comprehensive way to 
mean “
stewardship, or use may be exercised, including the earth’s sur­
be natural or artificial” (Barlowe 1986).
“
” and “ ,” there is very little infor­
mation on “ .” Despite the growing 
upon definition of the term “land and water govern­
ance” currently exists. This study attempts to help fill this gap 
royal family and 8000 square miles to the Kabaka’s subjects 
“mailo ” land titles have died and/or their descendants no 
Central Uganda which attracted “illegal” settlers. After many 
referred to as “squatters,” on mailo land, are subject to evic­
rity of occupancy of tenants and other ‘bona fide’ occupants, who have occupied, 
mals, siltation and erosion. The “protected” sources  like bore­
eal access, and is a critical factor in why women’s rights to land
common assumption by men that most “women have grown 
wings” and are being disrespectful of their husbands due to 
–
firmly entrenched in Uganda’s rural areas, with the majority of 
–
has seen some moderate success. IFAD’s gender study in 2000 
once a gesture of appreciation to the bride’s family
the husband’s payment entitles him to full ownership rights 




the late President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania said, “
.” This statement is particularly true for most women in 
“ ” which literally means “a visitor,” from the Luganda 
, “to visit.” This is evidence of a cultural percep­
band and wife through registering both the husband’s and 
wife’s names on the certificate of title, which would strengthen 
and agreement normally bear the husband’s name. Women 
it is not only Uganda’s legislative framework, inheri­
tance and ownership practices that limit women’s access to 
fact that Uganda’s population remains largely unaware of its 
In order to examine the extent of women’s involvement in 
means that women’s voices are not adequately represented. 
a few representatives for women’s affairs have been appointed, 
ing recommendations are provided to improve women’s land 
tion. It’s simply not enough for the existing laws to that 
women’s rights should be protected without providing a clear 
“commodification of women” through bridal pricing should be 
proves women’s contribution to household health and sanita­
terms of agriculture, women’s access to training and services 
—
—tion of women to Uganda’s economic development despite 
exclusion from water rights, since from a farmer’s perspective, 
sources. Failure to protect women’s rights to land negatively 
impacts Uganda’s economic development in the form of in­
–
